These caves vary in height from 35 to 100 feet above the bed of the
torrent They are 32 in all, 29 of which are conventional abodes belonging
exclusively to the Buddhist religion while the remaining three are Chaitbya
halls or places of worship. When these caves were excavated is not defi-
nitely known, but their ornaments, emblems and divinities are uniformly the
token of a Buddhist origin. No trace or appearance of Brahminical
symbols is to be found in any of these Caves. This leads one to conclude
that they must have been excavated more than two thousand years ago,
some two or three centuries before the birth of Christ, at a time when India
was the cradle of the arts and sciences. Millions of people must have been
employed on this, now, comparatively deserted hill side, in the excavation
of halls, chapels and corridors, and sculptures of colossal Buddhas and their
attendants who appear to brood silently and mystically over their departed
greatness, and in producing and fashioning monuments both beautiful and
lasting to glorify its sublime and gentle creed with an expenditure of art and
labour, which compels the admiration of all civilised nations of today.
Those who have visited the Ajanta Caves must be aware of what remarkable
scenic paintings the old artists were able to produce in those olden days.
These brilliant paintings were not the least meant for momentary pleasure,
which is easily conceivable from the circumstances and the mode of painting
adopted, but had a higher aim and were developed and ran side by side with
religion. The artists who intended to hand down to posterity a suitable
gallery of art had excavated and hollowed an entire range of hills, prepared
gigantic halls within, with tall and admirably decorated pillars, long corri-
dors, remarkably well ornamented ceilings, were no men of ordinary talents.

The Caves of Ajanta illustrate the habits and customs of the early
inhabitants and the great revolution of religious life and thought which
prevailed intHe whole of India. One can see from the costumes carefully
represented in the pictures at Ajanta that the Hindus still dress in the
fashion that then prevailed, which was described by the Greeks who accom-
panied Alexander the Great to India as consisting of two clothes one reach-
ing to the middle of the leg, while another is folded around the shoulders.
The cloth is described as being made from wool which grows on trees.

These Caves which were excavated some two thousand five hundred
years ago tell no lies. While nations have risen and fallen, while centuries
have rolled on, while conquerors have come and gone, while dynasties have
been made and unmade, while great religious teachers have appeared and
disappeared, these Caves have stood on unchanged and unchanging. They

325